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God loves me
He takes care of me
He listens to me at home
He works with me at school
He shares himself with me at Church
He wants me to do my best in everything
But especially in loving Him.
This is a catholic school
We have a mission to educate our children in the spirit of the Gospel of Christ .
Therefore we seek to:
•

help each person develop a loving relationship with Jesus Christ.
Reflecting the Gospel values, we wish to uphold the worth and value
of each individual.

•

make prayer and worship are a natural part of our school life and a real
expression of the partnership with the wider community, especially
the home and the parish, where the development of the whole person is
nurtured.

•

educate the whole person through the integration of intellectual, spiritual,
moral, emotional, psychological, social and physical development.
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Welcome to St Scholastica’s School
St Scholastica’s Primary School is a Voluntary-Aided Catholic School situated in Hackney, an area of
rich cultural diversity, and part of the Diocese of Westminster. It is a one form entry community school,
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situated at the heart of the parish, adjacent to St Scholastica's Church. This enables the children to
grow and develop in faith and understanding. Faith is at the heart of all learning and human
development.
Vision Statement
Our school is a Catholic community, committed to providing a safe environment where everyone is
significant and respected for their differences and achievements. We inspire each other to learn, grow,
enjoy and be happy. Nurturing everyone through the love of Jesus Christ, we create a strong self-belief,
so that all are prepared to meet the demands of a changing world and make positive contributions.
School Aims
As a catholic community we believe that it is important to help each person develop a loving relationship
with Jesus Christ. Reflecting the Gospel values, we wish to uphold the worth and value of each
individual.
Prayer and worship are a natural part of our School life and a real expression of the partnership with the
wider community, especially the home and the Parish, where the development of the whole person is
nurtured.
We wish to educate the whole person through the integration of intellectual, spiritual, moral, emotional,
psychological, social and physical development.

Our School History
The original St Scholastica’s Church stood on this same location, but faced in the opposite direction.
The church was bombed in 1940 and partially repaired to make it serviceable. The original school was
located in the Church parish hall, which was located at the rear of the church, near to where the school
keeper’s house now stands. The hall was divided into two areas for infants and juniors. However, the
demand for a bigger school was growing.
It was then decided that the Alms houses would be demolished and a new church and school would be
built on the site. Whist the building works took place the school moved temporarily to Millfields school.
The new school was officially opened by Bishop Guazzelli in October 1974.
Through the years once again the school out grew its building. Then in 2006 the school won a bid for
an extension and refurbishment of the existing building. In Autumn 2009 the extension and
refurbishment was complete. It is now an attractive, spacious building, comprising of a large
Foundation Stage with two outdoor play areas, Y1 also has an outdoor activity area and all classrooms
have been extended and have a wet area.
In addition there is a large computer suite, a kitchen/parents' room, small chapel/prayer room, spacious
library, and multi-purpose hall. The administrative block has a welcoming entrance with attractive
displays.
St Scholastica's has a stable, committed staff.
School Terms
Under the 1986 Education Act children are required to be in school for 190 days each academic year.
These are divided up into three terms:
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September – Christmas
Autumn term
January – Easter
Spring term
April – July
Summer term
During each term there is a half term break of one week. Teachers are in school for a further five days
for professional training (Inset days).
Term dates for the current year can be found on the school website or ask at the school office for a
copy.
Behaviour
At St Scholastica’s Catholic Primary School we believe that good behaviour is the key to a good
education. We work to create a learning environment where everyone feels valued, secure and
motivated to learn.
The system used throughout the school is STAY ON GREEN. Individual teachers are responsible not
only for the good conduct and discipline of children in their own class but share the wider responsibility
for discipline throughout the school.
Our aim is to:
Ø Seek to look for the potential for good in every child
Ø Develop in everyone in the school an awareness of the positive benefits to our community of a
spirit of cooperation, tolerance and understanding
As staff, in the light of our Mission Statement, we intend to:
Ø Live our lives and respond to others in a way that benefits the followers of Christ
Ø Search for the talents and strengths of each child and openly value them
Ø Actively create situations and opportunities where the child may deservedly earn praise and
approval
Ø In speech and behaviour demonstrate that an atmosphere of cooperation and kindness is the
ethos of our classrooms and playground
Ø Put more emphasis on rewards than on sanctions
Ø Catch a child being good. Focus on good behaviour and praise it so that everyone knows the sort
of behaviour that is valued.
Ø Ensure justice and fairness in all our dealings with children and with one another
School Rules
We have four simple school rules:
q
q
q
q

Speak kindly to everyone
Listen to each other
Do our best
Choose the right things to say or do

The school rules are on display around the school and in the classrooms. The rules are regularly
referred to in assemblies and throughout the school day. They support the child’s understanding of our
‘green’ behaviour expectations.
A copy of the Positive Behaviour Policy can be found on the school website or ask at the school office
for a copy.
Parents and the School
School Prospectus 2015-16
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You are your child’s first educator. At St Scholastica’s we value and appreciate the import role you
have to play in supporting your child and developing a positive attitude to school and learning.
We believe that for the School to fulfil its Mission Statement there has to be a strong partnership
between the School, the home, the Parish and wider community. We greatly appreciate the support we
receive from parents/carers particularly from those who come into School in order to support their
children’s learning.
It is important that your child attends school regularly but obviously they will sometimes be unwell or will
have to visit the doctor or dentist. Please let the Secretary know before the day of absence - especially
if it is an appointment and your child will be coming in to school for dinner. Please try to arrange
medical appointments outside school time where-ever possible.
Please bring your child to school regularly and on time. School starts at 8:50am prompt. Any time after
9am will be marked on the register as late. Persistent lateness or absence affects a child’s learning and
disrupts the whole class.
The Education Attendance Advisor visits the school on a regular basis to monitor absence and lateness.
She will contact you if your child’s attendance or timekeeping is unsatisfactory. Please see the head
teacher if there is any reason why you cannot get your child to school on time each day.
We very much hope that parents will feel a part of the school and show an active interest in their
children’s education. If you would like to speak to your child’s teacher about something at length please
make an appointment.
Parents are welcome to see the head or assistant head teachers at any time - but it helps if you arrange
a convenient time beforehand.
We feel that it is very important to keep parents/carers informed about what is happening in School. We
do this through the Newsletter, the parent notice boards, the parish newsletter and School events.
Parents/Carers Evenings
The School hold Parents/Carers meetings twice a year. They tend to be scheduled in the second half of
the autumn term and the first half of Spring Term.
The meeting provides an opportunity for parents/carers to review children’s work and talk to the Class
Teacher about current progress and future targets. It is crucial for the long-term development of pupils
that all parents/carers attend these meetings.
In addition there are three Curriculum Meetings scheduled for parents/carers each year. These
meetings support parents in the partnership role; providing them with information and techniques of how
to support their children in their learning at home, as well as keeping them up to date with educational
changes.
Admissions
It is a legal requirement that all children receive full time education from the beginning of the school term
following their fifth birthday. However, we would encourage all parents to let their children start
Reception in the September.
Parents are welcome to visit the school by arrangement with the Headteacher or Assistant Heads.
Application for admission to St Scholastica’s is completed online during the year before the child is due
to start school. Further information on admission procedures and forms can be found on the school
website and the “Starting School in Hackney” booklet. Supplementary forms and the booklet are also
available from the school. Before children can be considered for a place their parents/carers must:
1. Fill in a waiting form list
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2. Provide a current Priest’s reference, proof of address, birth certificate and baptism certificate (if
applicable).
Children often transfer to St Scholastica’s from other schools when they are older. You can contact the
school office or the Hackney Learning Trust for an admission form and put their name on our waiting
list.
There are published over-subscription criteria for pupil admissions into the main School. These are
detailed in the Admission policy, a copy of which can be found on the school website or ask at the
school office for a copy.
A maximum of 30 children can be admitted into the Reception Class and every other class.
Please note admission into St Scholastica’s Nursery School does not guarantee a pupil a place in the
Reception class.
Starting School
Before your child starts at school you will be asked to bring him/her along to visit the school, fill in the
necessary documents and discuss any problems or queries with the Headteacher or Assistant Heads.
You will be asked to sign a copy of the Home/School Contract at this meeting.
For younger children you will also be invited to visit the school on another occasion with your child for a
session in his/her new classroom so he/she can meet the class teacher and support staff and become
more familiar with the new surroundings.
Start of the day and end of the school day
Start of Day
Reception to Yr 6
The school day begins at 8.50 am with the ringing of the school bell at which point the children will line
up in their classes. The school gates open at 8.30 am only for children arriving at school for early
morning lessons or planned activities for specific children. This also stops congestion on the narrow
pavements outside of school
A member of staff will be in the playground from 8.40 am and school staff will assume their duty of care
for pupils. The class teachers will be out in the playground from 8.45 am. This is to facilitate good
communication with parents/carers and to acknowledge that parents can ‘reasonably expect’ school to
provide a basic level of supervision for pupils for 10 minutes before the start of the school day.
No child or children should not be left unaccompanied by an adult in the playground unless a member of
school staff is on duty. Nursery children should be accompanied by an adult into the Nursery and
handed over to a member of school staff. All parents/carers of children in reception and KS 1 are
expected to stay with their child until the bell rings.
Nursery
Nursery starts at 8.45 am each day. The door for Nursery pupils will be open at 8.45 am for
parents/carers to bring their children into the Nursery. There is a sheltered area over this door for use in
bad weather.
Bad weather
If at 8.40 am there is snow fall or heavy rain the children will be escorted into the school hall. Those
children who enter the school grounds through the main entrance on Kenninghall Road will be meet at
the KS 2 entrance beside the Year 4 classroom. Those children entering the school grounds from
Rendlesham Road will be meet at the KS 1 entrance beside the Year 2 class. Children should go to
hang their coats up on their hook before they go into the hall. (Also see Snow Arrangement Policy)
End of the Day
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The school day ends at 3.30 pm. This does not mean children will always be exiting school at exactly
3.30 pm. Children from Reception to Year 4 will exit from their class doors. If you are unsure which door
your child will exit from you should ask your child’s class teacher.
For further details on this policy please see a copy of the Start and End of the School Day Policy which
can be found on the website or ask at the office for a copy.
Your Child’s Learning
High expectations, high achievement
Our three broad aims are for all children to be:
•
•
•

successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve
confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives
responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society

Our broad and balanced curriculum will stimulate your child to acquire knowledge and develop
individual skills and provides for the academic, moral, physical, creative, personal and social
development of every child. Children’s achievements are celebrated and everyone enjoys success and
praise regularly during their time in school.
The children are taught by their own class teacher in mixed ability classes with children of approximately
the same age. There is one class per year group that takes up to 30 children. In KS 1 and 2 the
staffing complement for each class is a fully qualified teacher and the support of a trained teaching
assistant. In Foundation Stage the staffing is two fully qualified teachers and two fully qualified Nursery
Officers.
The class teacher will get to know your child very well and will be pleased to involve you in their life at
school. Children make progress at their own rates and in their own ways. It is important that we value
them as individuals and to provide learning opportunities that will build on their strengths and overcome
their weaknesses. In our school today we recognise that learning consists of:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Acquiring the skills of learning
Acquiring knowledge
Understanding ideas
Perfecting skills
Developing good attitudes

In order for this to take place the children must:
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Become involved with things that interest them
Be active in their learning
Be encouraged to work with each other
Make progress and be challenged in their learning
Be encouraged to think and act for themselves and become independent.

The National Curriculum Programme of Study is divided into Key Stages:
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
The EYFS makes a crucial contribution to children’s early development and learning. We provide
children with a rich variety of teaching and learning experiences that are appropriate to their needs. The
EYFS is about developing key learning skills such as listening, speaking, concentrating, persistence and
learning to work and co-operate with others.
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The EYFS Profile summarises and describes children’s attainment at the end of the EYFS. It is based
on on-going observation and assessment in the three prime and four specific areas of learning, and the
three learning characteristics, set out below:
The prime areas of learning:
• communication and language
• physical development
• personal, social and emotional development
The specific areas of learning:
• literacy
• mathematics
• understanding the world
• expressive arts and design :
The learning characteristics:
• playing and exploring
• active learning
• creating and thinking critically
A completed EYFS Profile consists of 20 items of information: the attainment of each child assessed in
relation to the 17 ELG descriptors, together with a short narrative describing the child’s three learning
characteristics.
Teaching to achieve these early learning goals will be through first hand experience and structured play.
The areas of experience will be linked to the national Curriculum.
The outdoor environment is also very special to the EYFS curriculum. As such it is carefully planned for
and available each day.
The teachers and Nursery Officers will keep records on children’s experiences and attainments.
Assessments of development and learning needs will be ongoing throughout the year. During the first
half term that your child starts school the teacher will carry out a baseline assessment. This will
establish where they are in aspects of their learning and development and inform future planning. The
results of this assessment will be shared with parents at parents evening. By the end of the year the
teacher will have built up an accurate profile of each child’s development.
We encourage children towards reading, communication and mathematical skills from the very
beginning. Much of this early learning is achieved through careful structured play. Young children who
cannot read or write often express their ideas and feelings through play. It is an important way of
developing new skills and building relationships with other children both individually and in groups.
Reading is taught through a variety of different structured reading schemes supplemented with a wide
range of other books. Books are organised in a structured, graded way to allow children many
opportunities for consolidation of key vocabulary. We encourage parents to work with their children at
home by sharing books with them and hearing them read on a daily basis.
We are always pleased to discuss ways in which they can help their child at each stage of their
development.
Key Stage 1 (ages 5-7 years) and Key Stage 2 (ages 7 – 11years)
The core curriculum and Key Stages (KS) 1 and 2 comprises:
•
•
•
•
•

Religious education
Mathematics
English
Science
Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
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These are taught through discrete lessons.
Children also study the subjects below as part of the National Curriculum. These are called foundation
subjects:•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) consisting of SEAL
Geography
History
Design and Technology
Art
Physical Education (PE)
Music
Spanish

Teaching is based on guidelines provided through the National Curriculum, Schemes of Work approved
by the Westminster Diocese Education Service (WDES) and The International Primary Curriculum. The
School has developed an overview for each curriculum area to ensure its effective delivery and uses
target-setting and the monitoring and tracking of pupil progress as an integral part of its drive to raise
standards of attainment.
For each year group there is a Curriculum Map outlining the areas that will be taught during the school
year. This ensures continuity and progression of education as well as encouraging parents/carers to
work together with the School in order to ensure that each child receives a high standard of education.
We offer a broad based curriculum covering all areas and aspects of education. Language
development is an essential basis for learning. Talking to your child and reading to him/her is the most
important thing you can do as a parent/carer. We send books home on a regular basis for you to share
with your child. It is also helpful if you supplement the range of books we offer by joining the local
Public Library and regularly borrowing additional books for your child to share with you. We value
children’s early attempts at writing in order to encourage them to be confident and independent writers.
Alongside this we teach correct letter formation, handwriting skills and spelling patterns.
The school is culturally diverse and many of our children speak more than one language. We view the
children’s bilingual abilities as an asset. We have extra support staff who work with children who have
English as an additional language. Every effort is made to help these children to become fluent in
English whilst continuing to value their mother tongues and cultures. The content of the Literacy
Framework is taught through a variety of methods appropriate to the age of the children. It is support
through the power of reading.
Infant mathematics is essentially activity based as good practical experience provides the basis for a
deep mathematical understanding. Recording of mathematics takes various forms. Children will work
through all aspects of number, measure, shape, space and data handling. The content of the
Numeracy Framework is taught through the topics planned for each year group. Parents can help
children with mathematics by practical activities at home such as counting stairs, cooking, shopping,
sharing etc.
As children move through the school, the teaching methods become more formal, but much emphasis is
placed on children having practical mathematical activities and a sound understanding of mental
strategies.
In Science many of the activities will be of a practical nature, encouraging children to develop their
natural curiosity to explore and investigate. Children will have many practical experiences which may
include investigations of the following; living things and life processes, forces, floating and sinking, light,
sound and electricity.
Information and Communication Technology is a fast moving area which encompasses all areas of the
curriculum. We have computers in each classroom, a suite of computers and interactive whiteboards
School Prospectus 2015-16
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across the whole school. Children use a wide range of programmes and also access the internet for
research work.
At the start of each term or topic, the class teachers send out newsletters explaining the work to be
covered and ways parents and carers can support their children’s education. This letter also gives
information about PE/Games and homework requirements.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND ACTS OF COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
Religious Education
Religious education in St Scholastica’s School is in accordance with the rites, practices and doctrines of
the Catholic Church.
The Nature of Religious Education
Religious Education helps the children to respond intellectually and through reflection on how the
Catholic teaching can relate to the fundamental questions of life. In this way Religious Education
contributes to the children’s spiritual development.
Religious Education helps to promote values and attitudes necessary for citizenship in a democratic,
multi-faith and multi-racial society.
Religious Education develops skills of enquiry and response in analysis, reflection, respect, expression,
evaluation and application.
The School’s Religious Education Programme
The School follows the Diocesan scheme for Religious Education called Here I Am. This explores the
religious dimension of question about life, dignity and purpose within the Catholic tradition. Children
reflect on personal experiences and links are made with faith traditions.
The programme is based upon individual themes: the Community of Faith, Church, Celebration in
Ritual, the Sacraments, ways of life and Christian living. Each theme is explored through four topics
divided into seven elements: Recognise, Reflect, Respect, Relate, Rejoice, Remember and Renew.
As the first educators, parents/carers are seen as partners in the education process and are
encouraged to participate in Religious Education through attendance at School Masses, assemblies,
helping with homework and working as volunteers within the School Community.
Acts of Worships
Schools are required to hold collective acts of worship.
At St Scholastica’s we have a daily act of worship,
which can include class, key stage or whole school groups.
It is the right of all parents/carers to ask for their children not to participate in Acts of Worship. We
believe, however, that Worship is central to the life of the School and its community and is important in
ensuring that all children receive an inclusive education.
Assemblies
There are whole School assemblies for Reception to Yr. 6 children on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
of each week. On Friday we have a merit assembly between 2.45 and 3.20pm. The Monday assembly
and Wednesday singing assemblies are held between 8.55 and 9.10am.
We also hold assemblies in which children celebrate topics studied in Religious Education and celebrate
work done in class through drama, dance, music and presentations of work and prayer.
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Welfare
A ‘Healthy School’
We gained Healthy School Status in 2006 and again in 2011. We promote the health and well-being of
all the children in the school through the whole curriculum. We are aiming to provide a physical and
emotional environment that promotes learning and healthy life style choices.
Children have two hours of PE each week, which is led by the teacher, a sports specialist or take place
off-site for activities such as swimming. We are part of WoW (Walk Once a Week) which is a simple
and effective scheme that encourages parents and pupils to walk to school at least once a week
throughout the school year.
We are part of the ‘Cool Milk’ scheme which provides free milk for children under 5 years of age each
day. Parents of older children can buy the milk for around £5 per half term. We also subscribe to the
School Fruit and Vegetable scheme which provides one piece of free fruit or vegetable for children in
the FS and KS1 each day. Children in KS2 can bring in a piece of fruit to eat at first break. All children
are allowed to bring in a bottle of plain water to drink during the school day.
Emotional health and well being
We fully believe that children learn at their best when they feel emotionally safe and happy; therefore we
place great emphasis on ensuring this at school. We follow the SEAL curriculum and have a number of
staff who work alongside the teachers to support this.
We also employ a company called A Space who provide play and art therapy sessions for the children
and offer home support as well to parents and carers.
Injured and Ill children
If your child is unwell and has been injured we will contact you using the information detailed on the
School Emergency Contact Forms that are given to parents/carers at the beginning of each academic
year.
It is very important that you fill in details of how we can contact you during the School day as if a child
needs emergency hospital treatment only the parent or legal guardian may give the necessary
permission.
All head injuries are reported to parents/carers by phone.
If your child has a minor accident we will provide basic first aid, for example, applying plasters.
Medicine
No member of staff is allowed to administer medicines to a child. If your child needs to take medicine
during the School day you must fill in a medical form and return it to the School Office. Your child must
be able to administer the medicine on their own i.e. pouring it onto a spoon. All medicine is kept in the
Medical Room. A copy of this policy can be found on the school website or ask at the school office.
Medicals and Dentist visits
There are medical screening by the school nurse for children in Reception and Year 6. Their eye sight,
hearing and weight are checked. If there are any problems you will be contacted by the school nurse
who will support you and your child.
The School dentist visits once a year to check all children’s teeth. If the dentist finds any evidence of
work needed on your child’s teeth you will be informed by letter. You will then have a choice of making
an appointment with the School dentist or visiting your own dentist for treatment.
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Mobile Phones
Children are not allowed mobile phones in school. If your child is coming to or from school on their own
we ask that they come to the school office to report in each morning and when you phone school the
office will let you know if the child/ren has arrived.
School Lunches
The majority of our children have a school dinner. These are cooked on site and meet the very
important quality and nutritional requirements set out by the government and, more importantly, our
children and parents! The weekly menus and allergens information can are on the school website.
Dinners and Packed Lunches
All children stay in school during lunch time either to have school dinners or packed lunch. Please note
that if children are having packed lunch there are certain food rules by which they must abide (see
below).
At the beginning of the school year parents/carers need to decide if they wish their children to receive
school dinners or packed lunch. Once you have made a decision you may only change at the beginning
of a new term. If you do wish to change your decision you must let the School Office know by the first
day of the new term.
KS2 Children: If you would like your child to receive school meals you must pay dinner money in
advance for the week on Monday to the office. The School Office will issue you with a receipt for your
payment. Cheques are accepted but please make sure that you have put your cheque card number
and expiry date on the back of it. Please note no change is given out at the office.
Dinners cost £2.00 a day/£10.00 per week

Food rules
Children with packed lunches are not allowed to bring sweets, chocolate, glass bottles or cans in to the
School. We are a Healthy School and promote healthy foods for lunches.
We encourage children at all lunch times to make a healthy choice and request that parents keep this in
mind when providing a packed lunch for their child. .
We also encourage children and parents to act in a sustainable way to ensure a positive future for all,
and support the aims of the UK Government to make all schools fully sustainable by 2020.
Why not bring a sustainable lunch to school? Here are some things to think about:
•
•
•
•

Where has the lunch and its contents been grown or produced? Is it local or has it come from
overseas?
Has the lunch and its contents been sourced from a fair-trade producer?
Is the food organic or non-organic?
In choosing items to include in the lunch, what waste products will we be left with? Are they
biodegradable, can they be recycled or will they have to be put into a landfill?

Pack your sustainable lunch into a reusable lunch container, so there is no need to use cling-film or tinfoil. Bring a drink in a reusable plastic drink bottle.
Due to health & safety reasons peanuts in any format in packed lunches or cakes and sweets for
birthday treats are not permitted.
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Free School Meals
If your child is entitled to free School meals you need to apply for them before the beginning of the
academic year. We are unable to provide free School meals unless these have been authorised by the
Hackney Leaning Trust.
For further information about free school meals, please contact:
The Hackney Learning Trust
The Technology and Learning Centre
1 Reading Lane
Hackney
London
E8 1GQ
SCHOOL POLICIES
Sex Education
Sex education within the school is an integral part of the curriculum. It is taught in Years 5 & 6 and
covers puberty, personal hygiene and relationships. Parents will be invited to a meeting prior to these
lessons to view the material and discuss what will be learnt. A copy of this policy can be found on the
school website or ask at the school office.
Educational Visits
All classes arrange educational visits in order to enrich the curriculum work being provided in School.
Parents/carers may be asked for voluntary contributions in order to help the School to pay for these
valuable educational visits.
Teachers must have written permission from parents/carers before a child may leave the School
premises. We therefore ask parents/carers to provide written confirmation that they have given
permission for their child to participate in trips and visits.
Children be stopped from going on a trip without the correct written permission, lack of correct up to
date medication or appropriate clothing.
Sometimes the class teacher may take groups of children for a walk around the local area at different
times of the year or to the local park. You will be asked to sign a consent form for these local trips at the
start of each school academic year.
Theatre groups, musical performers and other visitors regularly come to the school to extend and enrich
the children’s experiences. A copy of this policy can be found on the school website or ask at the
school office.
Home Learning
St Scholastica’s has a policy of providing home learning opportunities that are enjoyable, manageable,
interesting and fun. Children throughout the school are encouraged to read at home for at least 10
minutes on a daily basis. It is also expected that parents and staff will write comments in their reading
diary or back of their homework book when a child is heard reading. Other weekly homework includes
spelling and mental maths tasks, such as number bonds and times tables.
We do not ‘set’ homework but do give children the opportunity to carry out home learning task from time
to time. These could be researching the strand of a topic, finding out specific information, practising
spelling patterns or words that they find tricky, playing a game from school to consolidate a particular
maths skill, learning number bonds or times tables, finding artefacts at home to bring to school …. The
list is exhaustive.
We also encourage the children to use the school portal to access web based learning sites that we use
in school. A copy of this policy can be found on the school website or ask at the school office.
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Ethnic Minority Achievement (EMA)
Teaching assistants work with targeted year groups and children in order to help them develop aspects
of their spoken and written language across the curriculum.
The EMA co-ordinator undertakes an analysis of pupils’ test data to find areas in need of development
amongst those children for whom English is not their first language. This data is used to update the
EMA Register and to target groups of children in order to raise standards of achievement.
Each year in October the School organises an annual event celebrating the diverse cultural background
of the School community. A wide range of performers including storytellers, poets and musicians help
children and staff prepare this celebration.
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)
Children’s progress is constantly monitored and assessed and careful records are kept. Occasionally
we find that a child does not make the progress we expect. If this is the case parents are consulted and
appropriate steps to support the child are taken.
An Individual Education Plan may be made with individual targets, review dates and ideas to help
parents to support their child at home. If targets continue not to be met, outside agencies such as
Educational Psychologist, Speech and Language Therapists or Behaviour Specialists may be called
upon for extra support. After further consultation with parents the Local Education Authority (LEA) may
have to make a statutory assessment based on specialist advice. The LEA may then draw up a
Statement of Special Educational Needs. This describes all of the child’s needs and all the special help
that should be provided.
Parents will always be consulted and kept fully informed at every stage once we have identified that
their child could benefit from extra help. This could be educational, personal, social or emotional.
Our assessment procedures also identify children of very high academic, physical or creative ability and
work will be planned to meet the learning requirements of these children.
The School has links with local Secondary Schools to ensure that children with SEN continue to receive
the support they need when they leave St Scholastica’s. A copy of this policy can be found on the
school website or ask at the school office.
Access for Children and Adults with Disabilities
The School welcomes applications from parents seeking integration into mainstream education for
children with disabilities as long as School resources and facilities accommodate their need. The School
will seek to meet parental wishes as far as practicable and in the best interests of the child.
The Governing Body is determined to ensure that the School takes the necessary steps to prevent
persons with disabilities from being treated less favourably than others within the School Community.
Within the framework of the National Curriculum pupils are encouraged to respond positively to the
needs of those with disabilities and to respect and value their contribution to the School Community and
to society in general.
In partnership with Diocesan and LEA officers, the School is drawing up an Accessibility Plan in order to
identify how best to develop further access to the School and ensure that pupils with disabilities are able
to participate fully in the curriculum and other School activities. A copy of this policy can be found on
the school website or ask at the school office.
Equal Opportunities
The School’s commitment to Equal Opportunities is reflected in our Mission Statement and School
policies.
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Safe Guarding
We follow the London Child Protection procedures. Our school is responsible for the welfare of every
child. We may need to share our concerns or issues that relate to the well being of your child. To avoid
any misunderstanding it is important that parents/carers inform the teacher if their child has any injury,
accident or upsetting experience. On some occasions other agencies, including social services, will
need to be involved. It may be necessary for this to be done before informing parents/carers. The
designated teacher for child protection is Naomi Mulholland and the deputy designated teacher are Mr
Blackham and Ms Cousins. A copy of this policy can be found on the school website or ask at the
school office.
Attendance and Punctuality
Total number of pupils (of compulsory school age) on roll: 210
The overall level of attendance during 2013-14 was 96.6 %
At St. Scholastica’s we believe that children can only learn effectively if they attend regularly and arrive
in school on time. We have guidelines for parents and carers that are detailed in the School attendance
policy, a copy of which is included in the Appendix to the Prospectus and can be found on the school
website.
Absence
Please contact the school office on the first day of sickness and follow this up with a letter when the
child returns to school.
Uniform
The Governing Body believes that it is important for pupils to wear a smart uniform as this contributes to
a sense of belonging and fosters a sense of pride in the School.
There is a uniform policy for those in Reception to Year 6 classes. All children must comply with the
School Uniform Policy.
P.E. kits should be in the very first day of each new half term and will be returned to parents for washing
after the last P.E. lesson of the half term.
Copies of the School Uniform Policy are provided as an annex to the Prospectus.
Outcomes at different stages
In Year 1 children sit a national test for Phonics.
During Years 2 and 6 children sit National Tests in order to assess their skills in Reading, Writing and
Mathematics.
These test results provide information on individual and group progress and are used to inform
planning, target-setting and future curriculum delivery. Parents/carers are informed about the results of
these tests and involved in setting targets for their children’s work.
Outcomes at Foundation
GLD PSE CL

PD

R

W

NUM SSM UW

EAD

2013

53% 93% 87% 90% 60% 60% 63%

67%

87% 83%

2014

70% 90% 93% 87% 73% 73% 80%

90%

83% 80%

2015

57% 87% 90% 93% 70% 63% 83%

97%

90% 87%

Hackney 69% 91% 83% 89% 77% 74% 81%

85%

85% 89%
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Outcomes Yr 1 Phonics Check
This table shows the percentage of children who passed the phonics check in year 1.
%
Hackney APS Hackney Retake in year 2.
achieving average
Average Those working at
expected level

Hackney
Average
for retake

2015

86%

81%

35.8 33.9

100%

71%

2014

83%

80%

36

70%

69%

2013

70%

72%

31.3 31.6

100%

75.8%

33.6

Outcomes at KS1
Year

Read
2+

Read
2b+

Read
3+

Writin
g 2+

Writin
g 2b+

Writin
g

Math
s 2+

Maths
2b+

Maths
3+

3+
2015

90

80

23

93

77

13

97

70

13

2014

80

70

23

77

60

13

80

60

17

Hackney 92

85

32

89

77

21

94

85

28

2013

63

20

70

50

7

77

53

7

RW
M

Math
s 4+

Read
4+

Writi
ng 4+

GSP
4+

RWM

80

Outcomes at KS2:

Year

L5+

Math
s L5+

Read
5+

Writing
5+

GSP
5+

L4+
2015

90

93

97

93

90

23

33

47

37

60

2014

83

90

90

93

87

17

23

40

30

60

Hackney

83

89

90

90

83

23

40

42

39

58

National

80

87

89

87

80

24

41

48

36

56

2013

93

100

100

93

93

18

46

39

25

79
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Secondary Transfer
Children transfer from St Scholastica’s to a secondary school at the end of Year 6. The process of
transfer begins in Year 5 when parents/carers need to start thinking as to which Secondary School they
would like their children to attend.
At the beginning of Year 6 parents/carers are able to meet representatives from the local secondary
schools. Details are also circulated of open evenings held by individual schools that will help
parents/carers in choosing the right school for their children.
In October parents/carers have an interview with the
Head or Deputy Head to complete the Common
Application Form online to indicate their preferences
of secondary school.
Secondary schools that the children transferred to in
September 2015 can be found on the school website.
Extended School
After School Play Centre
St Scholastica’s After School Play Centre is based at Baden Powell Primary school.
It is open Monday to Friday 3:30pm - 6:00pm term time only. Two members of St Scholastica’s school
walk the children to the Play Centre at 3.30pm and parents collect their children from Baden Powell
before 6pm. This is a popular resource and you will need to contact the Play Centre manager to check
for places. To register contact Mr Smith at Baden Powell Primary School on 020 8985 6176.
After School Clubs
The school is part of an association of four local primary schools who offer a combined series of after
school clubs. This enables us to offer a very wide range of after school activities for the children. A list of
current activities and application forms are given out at the start of each term.
Breakfast Club
Children should not arrive for school before 8.40 am. If parents need children to arrive before this time
they should make use of the school breakfast club. St Scholastica’s School Breakfast Club is also
situated at Baden Powell (for children five years and over) provides childcare for families who need
provision from before 8.40 am. Children can arrive at breakfast club from 8.00 am and breakfast is
served until 8.30 am. Parents/carers must accompany children to the entrance and hand them over to
one of the breakfast club staff. Two members of our staff collect them at 8.30 am and walk them to
school. To register phone Baden Powell Primary School on 020 8985 6176 and ask to speak to either
Ms Webb or Mr Smith. They will arrange a meeting with you where you can fill out the necessary paper
work. The cost is £1.00 a day. Please see the school website, notice boards or office for details.
Support Services
The school nurse pays us regular visits. Before medicals the school will contact you.
The school dentist visits each year and recommends any treatment necessary.
The Education Attendance Advisor (EAA) visits the school to oversee attendance and lateness. The
Advisor also discusses ways in which families can be helped to improve attendance. The EAA is a
valuable link between home and school and can be contacted through the school or The Learning Trust.
The Education Psychologist visits regularly to discuss and advice on problems giving concern as do our
Occupational and Speech and Language Therapists.
The Friends of St Scholastica’s
The strength of our Parents Association is the dedication of parents/carers who organise and provide
help at fundraising events. The Friends have helped the School to purchase much needed equipment
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that benefits the education of all pupils. All parents/carers/friends are welcome to attend the regular
meetings held at the school.
Complaints Procedures
In the event of an individual parent/carer being concerned or dissatisfied with some aspect of School life
he/she should first discuss the issue with the staff member most immediately concerned. For example,
if there are concerns about child’s work, the parent/carer should speak to the Class Teacher.
In most cases this initial contact will help to resolve any problems, however if a parent’s/carer’s
concerns are not addressed the complaint should be referred to the Head Teacher who will consider
and respond to the issues that have been raised.
If the parent/carer is unhappy with the Head Teacher’s response then he/she should refer to problem in
writing to the Chair of the Governing Body, care of the School.
In the unlikely event of any problem still not being resolved the Governing Body has adopted the
Diocese’s Policy for dealing with complaints. A copy of this policy is available from the Head Teacher
but it is important to note that its procedures cannot be implemented until the three informal means of
dealing with complaints, as detailed above, have been exhausted.
The Governing Body
As Governors it is our role to ensure the implementation of our Mission Statement, promote high
standards of educational achievement and take responsibility for the conduct of the School.
The following list gives details of the Governors who were in office in June 2015
Governors
Chair
Vice Chair
Foundation

Parent Governor
Staff Governor
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Michael Blackwell
Anne McKenna-Slade
Father Hector Ruoco
Davina Attara/Numeracy
Esther Dan-the
Royer Vidal
Jonathan Lafferty
Claire Langton
Ursula
Saphie Amisi-Mandandu
Althea Marshall
Jimmy Healy
Nick Blackham
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School Staff
Teachers
Naomi Mulholland
Emma Cousins
Nick Blackham
Martina Sanderson
Deirdre Ryan
David Ash
Emma Ingabire
Cristobal Zapata
Iain McColm
Anna Vernon
Sharon Joyce/Monique Daci
Anne Marie Joyce
Elizabeth Anthony
Nuala Courtney-Diggins
Curriculum Support Staff
Heather Harding
Raquel
Kieran
Calvin

Head teacher
Assistant Head teacher/ Inclusion Manager
Assistant Head teacher
Inclusion Manager & PPA
Year 6 – Literacy
Year 5 - ICT
Year 4 Year 3 - Science
Year 2 Year 1 - Humanities
Reception - EYFS coordinator
Nursery
PPA – KS2
Sustainability
PPA – EYFS
Music
Spanish
PE Coach
Gardening & Sustainability

Education Support Staff
Shelley Allen
Roisin Booth
Jennie Coyston
Alina Diniz
Nelia Faria
Elizabeth Gyampoh-Harper
Ellen Hawthorne
Jimmy Healy
Yvonne Huggins
Claudette Thompson
Nursery Officers
Lena Ngenda/Morwenna Griffin
Jenitta Choytun/Sarah Dag

Yr groups
Yr 5
KS1 & Yr 4

Camilla Waldburg
Elaine Brady
Norma Lobendhan
Jennie Coyston
Adrian Howe
Tony Thompson
Aisha Bismullah
Yvonne Huggins
Shelley Allen

A Space Organistaion & School Counsellor
Administrative Staff

Yrs 1
FS & YR 2
Yrs 6
Yr 2
PE support, Sustainable Schools, Parent Liaison Officer
Yr 3
Yr 2
Nursery Officers
Reception Officers

Premises officer
Cleaners

N.B. The information in this booklet was correct at the time of going to print.
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Directions

Parking
Parking is currently permitted on the roadsides surrounding the school and the Church car park.
By Train.
There are regular train services to Clapton Rail Station which is approximately a 10 minute walk along Upper
Clapton Road and also Rectory Road Rail Station which is approximately a 5 minute walk from the school.
By Bus
Bus number 488 stops on Kenninghall Road and Numbers 393 and 425 stop at Nightingale Road. Numbers 55,
56, 106, 253 and 254 stop at Lea Bridge Road Roundabout. Numbers 38 and 48 stop at Clapton Pond.
Facilities
There are disabled facilities at the school.
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